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Methods
Literature review on domestic violence
Reports and news articles on how COVID has impacted those experiencing
domestic violence
Interviews with service providers in Dayton including the Artemis Center,
Dayton YWCA and Womanline, a program of Family Services

Research Questions
How has social distancing increased domestic violence and how is
intersectionality contributing to this increase for certain groups?
How has the pandemic impacted people who are experiencing domestic
violence in terms of access to services?
How are services impacted by COVID rules?
How have relationships between the police and people experiencing
domestic violence been affected by COVID and growing distrust of the
police?
How are financial implications of COVID affecting services for people who
are experiencing domestic violence?

Domestic Violence
Domestic violence is a global issue that impacts people of all genders,
sexualities, races and ethnicities
Domestic violence is a pattern of abuse among people who cohabitate,
are married, or have children together (Freitag, 2020).
There are numerous factors that can make a person more likely to
experience domestic violence as well as to commit it
There are many reasons a person experiencing domestic violence may
not be able to leave

(National Domestic Violence
Hotline, 2020).

1 in 4 women and 1 in 9 men in the U.S have experienced some form of
domestic violence
(National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, 2020).

24.8% of white women experience domestic violence,
29.1% of African American women, 15% Asian Pacific,
37.5% American Indian or Alaskan Native, 23.4% hispanic,
and 30.2% of women of mixed race in the U.S
(Basile & Black, 2011)

More than 54% of transgender and non binary people have
reported experiencing domestic violence
(National Center for Transgender Equality, 2016).

Social Distancing Increasing
Domestic Violence

Reports of increase in domestic violence hotline calls, people seeking
services and seeking protection orders in Dayton and the rest of the
world
Increase during COVID can be attributed to a decrease in security, health
and money issues, cramped living situations, isolation with an abuser,
restriction of movement and deserted public spaces (UN Women, 2020)

Social Distancing Increasing
Domestic Violence

Some may not be able to call for help because of isolation
Social isolation increases danger
Financial stress as a contributor
Marginalized populations as particular risk for domestic violence during
COVID

Impact of COVID on Services
Shelters cannot take in people who have been exposed; some abusers
expose partners to COVID intentionally (National Network to End
Domestic Violence, 2020)
Case in Colorado where an abuser was exposed to COVID and coughed
on his partner and then kicked her out of the house (National Network to
End Domestic Violence, 2020)

Barriers to Accessing Services
During the Pandemic
Concerns over children
Proximity to abuser
Isolation from family, friends and community support
Additional struggles for marginalized populations who are concerned about
being able to access services safely during COVID, they may already have
concerns about this and the pandemic is increasing them

Impact of COVID on Services in
Dayton

Services in Dayton switching to virtual which can have both negative and
positive effects
Dayton shelter has been able to stay open as essential with COVID
regulations like social distancing and masks, but has been able to house
more people through hotels

COVID Impact on Police Reporting
Distrust of police prior to COVID for people experiencing domestic
violence reported by Dayton service providers
COVID changing some precincts take reports (Evans et. al, 2020)
Some abusers not staying in jail because of overcrowding and COVID
concerns in Dayton and beyond (Chung & Pearl, 2020)
Access to police services of perceptions of it may be impacted by COVID

Rising Tensions with Police
People of color experiencing domestic violence have always distrusted
police; this has not changed
In Dayton, white people might be less inclined to seek police intervention
as a result of exposure to police brutality

Financial Implications of COVID on
Services
Services in Dayton have received grants, donations and financial support
from the government and foundations during COVID
Concerns for finances in the future if government cuts budget in Dayton
and rest of the US (Dzhanova, 2020)
Culturally -specific programs not included in COVID relief packages

Discussion
COVID and stay at home orders are exasperating domestic violence and
isolating those experiencing it with their abusers
Marginalized groups who are likely most impacted by domestic violence
during COVID are facing increased barriers to accessing services and leaving
their abusers during COVID
Service providers, particularly culturally- specific services are in need of more
funding
COVID has amplified preexisiting issues in the US such as homophobia,
transphobia, ableism, sexism and systemic racism
Issues will continue beyond COVID if cultural acceptance of gender violence,
rigid gender roles and oppression of marginalized groups is not addressed

Limitations
Most of my research is specific to women although domestic violence is also
prominent against men
Lack of data on how COVID is impacting men experiencing domestic violence
Shelters I interviewed primarily serve women
Pandemic is ongoing while my research was concluded in December of 2020

Recommendations

Financial assistance to families vulnerable to domestic violence
COVID relief packages for all domestic violence services including
culturally specific programs
Law enforcement plans to make people experiencing domestic violence
safe in their communities especially during COVID
Prevention and education efforts continue as much as possible

What Can You Do?
Donate if you can, especially to culturally-specific programs
Call your member of Congress to encourage them to pass COVID relief
packages for people experiencing domestic violence, email them post on
social media, write to newspapers (National Task Force to End Sexual and
Domestic Violence, 2020)
In Dayton, our Congressman is Mike Turner and his phone number is:
(937) 225-2843
Continue educating yourself!

"While the pandemic has brought new challenges to people
across the country, especially survivors, we can all take
action to end domestic violence. Uplifting survivors’ voices,
advocating for lifesaving resources, and reaching out when
friends or loved ones are in trouble will help us build a
world without domestic violence. When we educate
ourselves and others about domestic abuse, we equip
communities with knowledge and confidence to end
violence”
(Ray-Jones, 2020).

Further Readings
Gender Equality in the Wake of COVID-19 (UN Women)
A New Covid-19 Crisis: Domestic Abuse Rises Worldwide (New York
Times)
UN supporting ‘trapped’ domestic violence victims during COVID-19
pandemic (UN Department of Global Communication)
Violence Against Women and Girls: The Shadow Pandemic (UN
Women)
See the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence Website to learn
more about how to advocate for people experiencing domestic
violence during COVID

Resources
National Domestic Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-7233
UD Campus Advocate (Artemis Center): katieb@artemiscenter.org
Womanline a Program of Family Services: (mental health services): 937-223-3446
Dayton YWCA (shelter): 937-222-SAFE (7233)
RAIIN (National Sexual Assault Hotline): 800.656.HOPE (4673)
Ohio Domestic Violence Network: (844) 962-6462

Culturally Specific Resources
BRAVO (for people who are LGBTQ): (1.866.862.7286), Text: 614.333.1907,
Trans Lifeline: (877) 565-8860) https://translifeline.org
Ujima Neighborhood Network: (National Center on Violence Against Women in the Black
Community): (937) 263-6809
Disability Rights Ohio: Call 614-466-7264 or 1-800-282-9181, press option 2, and leave a
voicemail

References
Basile, K. C., & Black, M. C. (2011). Intimate partner violence against women. In C. M. Renzetti, J. L.
Edleson, & R. K. Bergen (Eds.), Sourcebook on Violence Against Women (2nd ed., pp. 111-131).
Sage.
Chung, E. & Pearl, B. (2020). Policing during the Coronavirus pandemic. Center for American
Progress.
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/criminal-justice/news/2020/04/14/483165/policingcoronavirus-pandemic/
Dzhanova, Y. (2020). NY domestic violence programs see client numbers decline as coronavirus
traps survivors at home. CNBC.
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/31/new-york-coronavirus-domestic-violence-programssee-decline-as-disease-spreads.html

Evans, M., Lindauer, M. & Farrell, M. (2020). A pandemic within a pandemic- intimate partner
violence during COVID-19. The New England Journal of Medicine, 383, 2302-2304.
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2024046
Freitag, J. (2020). The problem of gender violence: A comprehensive approach. [Unpublished
Manuscript]. Department of Communication, University of Dayton.
National Center for Transgender Equality. (2016). 2015 U.S. transgender survey report. National
Resource Center on Domestic Violence.
https://vawnet.org/material/2015-us-transgender-survey-report
National Coalition Against Domestic Violence. (2020). Domestic violence.
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2497/domestic_violence-2020080709350855.pdf?
1596811079991.

National Domestic Violence Hotline. (2020a). As domestic violence survivors face unique
challenges
amid pandemic, domestic violence awareness month offers opportunity for education.
https://www.thehotline.org/news/as-domestic-violence-survivors-face-unique-challengesamid-pandemic-domestic-violence-awareness-month-offers-opportunity-for-education/32
National Domestic Violence Hotline (2020b). Power and control.
https://www.thehotline.org/identify-abuse/power-and-control/
National Task Force to End Sexual and Domestic Violence. (2020). Action alert: Don’t let congress
ignore survivors! Senate action needed now!. NTF.
http://www.4vawa.org/ntf-action-alerts-and-news
UN Women. (2020). The shadow pandemic: Violence against women during COVID-19.
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/in-focus-gender-equality-in-covid-19response/violence-against-women-during-covid-19

